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Yembers of the Partido Conunista de Colombia (PCC) hawe been warned to take
all possible security measures to avoid arousing the suspicions of the
povermuent. The Party is studying tentative plans for an underground
organization in the event it i3 declared illegal.

2. The POC; feoring that the Party would be declarsd illegal after the 9 Appil
1948 uprising, eonducted its operations clandeatinely to avoid any repressive
moasures that the povernment might take apainst it. Hewever, with the

© lifting of the state of siege in Decsmber 1948, the Comunists again met
openly and Initiated an energetic agitation campaign throuphout the country,
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3. However, the PCC has been partieularly alarmed by the recent appointnent of
Lt. Gen. German Ocampo, Minister of War, as a member of the Colombisn
delegation to the United Nations. Alt-ough it has beon announce? that
Ocampo’s absence from the country will be brisf, it is believed that this is
e prelininary step to replseing him ae Minister of War. The PCT fears that
he will be replaced by Gemeral Rafael Sanchez Amaya, who is avowedly anti-
Cormunist and is consldered the nost likely candidate for the position,
According to the Communists, the replacement of Ocampo by a nore fanatically

- conservative officer would result in an even more striet surveillance of
Corrvmist Party activities than at present, with ths possibility that it
rmight be Jeelared illegel. . -
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